
Dianne McMillan and
Vilmos Danyi

(Mum & Dad of Oliver Danyi)

Dear George, 
I just wanted to reach out personally to say a heartfelt thank you for everything you did

to make the UK Development Tour such a success.
 

I didn’t get to travel with my son, Oliver, and his grandad as I stayed home this time,
mostly because we just couldn’t afford for all of us to go. But from the moment they

landed, I could tell something special was happening. Every call, every message, and
every photo they sent home was filled with excitement, pride, and pure joy. They had
a GPS tracker on them so I could watch as they walked around the stadiums or when
they were training and even on the long coach journeys to their next destination. So I

felt connected in many ways which was great.
 

Since they’ve returned, Oliver hasn’t stopped talking about the experience. He’s
shown me every autograph, every photo, every story, from training with the West Ham
United coaches to the Bolton Academy sessions and the matches they attended. His
eyes still light up when he talks about standing inside the London Stadium, watching

the Man City game at the Etihad, or hearing about the legends at Old Trafford.
 

The professionalism and organisation of the tour were second to none. As a mum,
knowing that my son was surrounded by people who not only looked after him but
also inspired him means the world to me. You gave him and so many other young

players a glimpse into what it really means to chase a dream with discipline, humility,
and passion.

 
Oliver came home changed in the best possible way. More mature, more motivated.
He’s out training with an academy side now and in his spare time repeating drills he
learned overseas, talking about how the coaches pushed him to think smarter and

play harder. It’s clear that this wasn’t just a football trip it was a life-changing
experience that helped shape how he sees himself and his future.

 
As a parent, I can’t thank you enough for that. Thank you for guiding him, for believing
in these kids, and for giving them opportunities most young players only dream about.
Thank you for making sure they were safe, supported, and challenged. Thank you for
giving his grandad and him such beautiful memories together something they’ll both

carry forever.
You’ve made an impact far beyond football. You’ve given my son confidence,

direction, and a spark to continue to grow. For that, I am truly and deeply grateful.
With all my thanks and warmest regards,



Chris McMillan
(on behalf of my grandson,

Oliver Danyi)

Dear George,
I wanted to personally thank you for organising and leading such an incredible UK

Development Tour. It was truly one of the most memorable experiences Oliver and I have
ever shared something we’ll both carry with us for years to come.

From the very beginning, everything was so well thought out. The London Stadium Tour
set the tone perfectly walking through such an iconic venue, built for the Olympics and

now the proud home of West Ham United, gave us both a real sense of history and pride.
Seeing Oliver’s eyes light up inside that world-class arena was something special. The

West Ham coaching sessions were simply outstanding. The quality, structure, and
professionalism of your team stood out right away. You could see how much the players
respected the process it wasn’t just training; it was a genuine education in football. The

games that followed gave Oliver a chance to apply everything he’d learned and to
challenge himself against talented young players from different pathways. He loved every
minute of it. The London sightseeing tour added a different layer to the trip seeing the city,
hearing its stories, and understanding where the heart of English football truly beats. Then

came Manchester what a weekend that was. The Man City v Burnley match was an
absolute masterclass in modern football: fast, precise, and intense. The next day’s

Women’s match between Man City and London City was equally impressive a powerful
reminder that football excellence transcends gender. Our brief stop at Old Trafford, “The
Theatre of Dreams”, gave Oliver a quiet moment of reflection — standing where legends

have played, he looked around with pure admiration. The Hugh McAuley coaching session
that followed was another standout moment. Hearing Hugh’s insights and seeing the same

coaching philosophy that shaped players like Steven Gerrard and Michael Owen left a
lasting impression on Oliver. He hasn’t stopped talking about it since. The Bolton

Academy sessions were another brilliant experience, authentic, technical, and full of
football history. The Sheffield United v Southampton match that evening brought that true
English football atmosphere to life was loud, passionate, and unforgettable. The National
Football Museum was an unexpected joy, seeing the trophies, jerseys, and memorabilia

that tell the story of the game’s soul was both nostalgic and inspiring. Returning to London
for the Watford Academy training and then back to West Ham for the final round of

sessions and games felt like coming full circle. It was the perfect conclusion to a tour built
on learning, respect, and love for the game. Throughout it all, your leadership, kindness,

and attention to every detail made all the difference. You weren’t just a tour organiser you
were a mentor and role model. The way you supported and guided the players, kept them
focused, and made sure everyone felt included and valued was exceptional. Oliver came

home inspired. He talks about what he learned every day not just the drills, but the
mindset. You’ve helped him see what dedication, professionalism, and passion for football
truly look like. That’s something I could never thank you enough for. This tour wasn’t just a

trip. It was an opportunity one that’s changed how Oliver sees himself and his potential.
For that, I’ll always be deeply grateful.

With heartfelt thanks and warm regards,



Felicity and Neave 

Hi George,
Now that we are home and settled back into the everyday, I just

wanted to say a huge thank you for an absolutely incredible 12-day
football tour of the UK.

Neave and I had such an amazing time, an experience we’ll both
never forget.

Attending top-tier matches, exploring iconic stadiums, and
immersing ourselves in the UK’s football culture was amazing.

The Millwall game, in particular, was a real highlight—the
atmosphere and the crazy fans was something we’ll be talking

about for a long time.
We also really appreciated the thought and time that clearly went

into creating such a well-balanced and engaging itinerary. 
It was all so well organised, and the extras that were included,

many of which went above and beyond didn't not go unnoticed. 
Those unexpected touches really made the tour feel extra special,

especially for the girls on the tour. 
A huge thank you as well to the two Bryans for their fantastic

encouragement, and leadership throughout the trip. 
Their support made a big difference to the players and parents
both on and off the field. They are such lovely, genuine people! 

Thank you again, George, for all the planning, care, and effort that
went into making this tour such a memorable experience for

everyone. 
We’re truly grateful to have been part of it.

Take care.
Regards



Deborah Gibson

Thank you most sincerely for including our family in the April 2024
Tour to the UK. We had an amazing time. We returned back home

on the weekend after a holiday to France and Dubai and we
wanted to offer our most sincere gratitude to you and the entire

George Cowie Football team. What an amazing experience it was
for Evie and Luis and what a great opportunity for all of these

players to work with high calibre coaching staff, to boost their skills
and to increase their knowledge and understanding of the

game.Our family thoroughly enjoyed every minute of the trip and
even with the shivering cold in Manchester, as parents, we had an
amazing time watching the training sessions and all of the games. 
The quality of the games, especially the quarter final with Man City
and Real Madrid, was sensational.  The thrill of being among the
West Ham crowd in the Europa match was phenomenal. What a

game. We also want to offer our most sincere appreciation to Scott,
the Girls Tour Manager. Scott was not only huge fun to be around,
he was a great team leader who made every player (and parent)

feel welcome. He encouraged each girl to play to their highest
capacity, he commanded respect from the girls and he created a
culture of respect and inclusivity. Scott encouraged all of the girls

to work hard, to listen and learn and to play with intensity and
genuine team spirit. We were extremely proud of all of the players,

both on and off the field.  A lovely group of girls. We have come
home with wonderful, life long memories and we all made some

fantastic new friends. 

Thank you again for all you have done while putting this tour
together and for all of the energy you gave towards making the

2024 April Tour such a huge success.
We look forward to the next opportunities back here in Australia.



Jodi Quick

Just wanted to also express my gratitude to the
coaches, the drivers and all the other families that
made this such an incredible experience. It was so

special to share this with our kids and to watch
them put all the things they learned into the games
today. Safe travels and thanks again! I'm looking
forward to bumping into a few of you around the

Sunshine Coast sometime soon. 



Martijn Verheij

I hope everyone arrived safely on there next
destination. Thanks George and all the coaches for

the amazing experience you gave these kids. I
wish everyone good luck with their football journey

and hopefully run into each other again.



Steve
Beautement

Just a quick note to say thank you. Ollie, Lucas
and I had the experience of a lifetime! The whole

tour was amazing and you and your team top
notch. It was the perfect mix of professional

coaching and 1st class football viewing, something
we’ll never forget.

Also a special thank you for helping to make Lucas’
21st birthday so memorable. He hasn’t stopped

talking about your little speech for him on his
birthday and his 2 weeks of hanging out with

football legends.

I hope we can catch up again one day soon.



Ian Buckland 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to attend
this excellent tour. Sam had such a great

experience and took on board some valuable
feedback. Also, from myself, learnt a massive

amount coaching wise which is sure to help next
season when I look at completing my B Licence.

 
Magnificent games to attend and stadium tours

where a once in a lifetime event.
 

We will keep an eye out for the ID sessions next
year and work out an alternative to attend as he is
motivated to return to the National Camp next year
to continue his journey. He wants to return to the

UK and West Ham again so I’d better start saving.
 

Once again, thank you for the experience and
organisation of the tour. Top shelf all round.



Salim & Ramsey

🌟 Hey everyone🌟

Just wanted to take a moment to express my
gratitude after an incredible tour and coaching

experience.

The support from all the families and the dedication
from the coaches made this journey truly special. 

Safe travels back home 👍🏻



Brett Elliott

George want to tell you that the trip that you
organised was exceptional and I think that

everyone on tour would agree. Trips are always
challenging at the best of times but our journey just
seemed to flow. We had been on 2 futsal tours and
there was either no training or close to no training

on both, they seemed to be focused on maximising
profit for AFA. I believe your tour was great value

for money and we would never go on another futsal
trip. I hope that everyone enjoyed the experience

as much as what we did, keep it up.



Cillian, Tracy and
Gavin 

Truly special trip, we can’t believe it’s over and it’s
been spectacular. We have also met some lovely

new friends. Thank you so much George, Neil,
Chris, Stefan and Travis you all rock and Kevin

you’re the best driver in the world...



Melissa & Robert

Just writing to thank you so much for the fabulous
tour! Nicholas had a an absolutely  fantastic time –
he got so much from and learnt a great deal from
all of it. He enjoyed  every aspect of the tour and
even his geography skills have improved! Thank
you for  providing such amazing experiences for

Nicholas – they were chance in a life time
opportunities that we know he will cherish forever.
He hasn’t stopped talking about it  since he got off
the plane! Thank you for sharing your wonderful
knowledge and  contacts with Nicholas. We are

fully aware that organising a tour like that one is a
mammoth task and requires a monumental degree
of patience and fortitude. We are  very grateful for
all you have done for Nicholas and hope there will

be more  opportunities in the future.



Natalie & Max

Back home and enjoying the warmer weather, I’d
like to thank yourself and the coaches on an

amazing experience, it’s not until your actually
home do you really understand how much we
achieved, the places we have seen and the

experiences we have had ,Max really enjoyed the
whole experience the training with the academies

the games he played the games we watched
meeting new friends just everything. Can’t thank

you enough for your hospitality and for making our
experience a memorable one and one we will

never forget. Thank You !!



Nicola Pringle

Wanted to say a huge thank you from Scott (and
me) for a brilliant experience in the UK. Scott has

come back even more enthusiastic about his
football and determined to practice, practice! The

tour gave our young players the opportunity to
experience English football first hand. They learnt

from world class coaches, played teams from
English Premier academies and watched EPL and

UEFA games. The tour was well run and the
experience left players even more inspired to play

football!



Sean Nash

Life has now resumed and before time gets away, I
just wanted to send you a note to say thank you

very much for having Mason and I on the UK tour.
It was a fantastic experience for both of us. We
have taken away many great memories and for

Mason also a vision of a potential future. I thought
the tour was done very professionally, and the

effort to manage a group of that size and dynamic,
and to achieve so many destinations and highlights
in a short period of time was brilliant. I would highly

recommend you and the tours in the future to
anyone interested. I hope all goes well for your
future endeavours and we cross paths again. 



Vicki Emery

A huge THANK YOU again for taking Jayden
Emery on the Tour. This was an unforgettable

experience for our son. When I asked Jayden to
pick what his favourite part of the Tour he couldn’t

pick. (Although he does speak often about the goal
he scored against West Ham.) There were far too

many memorable moments to pick a favourite.
Soccer is not just a sport for Jayden. The

experience has only increased his passion for
soccer and a few extra skills I noticed. I would

recommend this experience to anyone who has a
child with a passion for soccer. My son lived a

soccer dream while away. 



Robert
Tkatchenko

All of the places were extraordinary but for me the
best experiences would have to be the training with

West Ham Academy coaches and the Liverpool
experience. I experienced one of the best training
sessions of my life. This tour will always stay with

me and has been one of the best learning
experience of my lifetime and I hope I can do all of

this again. 



Charlie Cuschieri

My family and I went on Georges Cowie’s UK tour,
my wife Dawn, daughter Brittney (12) and 2 sons
Jake (15) and Bryce (14). This football tour had
everything for all members of my family. Brittney

had a great time and was never left out of anything.
Dawn had a blast of a time with both the football
and tourist sight seeing mixed with a little bit of
shopping. Jake and Bryce had incredible tour

training, playing and watching world-class football.
This tour really inspired both my sons and gave
them a great insight to what being a top line pro

footballer takes. Actually training on the same pitch
as the first team at Nottingham Forest was

something special, this is something only that
someone with George’s contacts can provide. As

for coaches, players and myself a confessed
football nut this tour was football heaven.



Paul Scanlon

Having just come back in January from an England
/ Scotland football trip in which both of my boys

played, I can assure you that George Cowie puts
on a trip to remember. We have all been to many

conferences and tours that most often don’t live up
to the promises made. George goes the extra mile
and makes sure that the value is absolutely there
for the traveller. His personal contacts in Football

clubs throughout the UK, is truly amazing and their
wish to please George and his Tours is nothing
short of sensational. I can guarantee you that
George’s Football trips live up to and beyond

expectations and are one not to be missed, My
good wife Janet, myself and the two boys had a trip

of a lifetime and I can assure you there is not a
week goes by that tour memories are not recalled
and rekindled. So if you are thinking about going –

Do it! 



Julie Michels

I have taken my time to put thought into saying thank you. The
trip was everything we could have hoped for and more. Thank

you for the laughs, your generosity, your kindness and your
expertise. It amazes me how you pack so much goodness and
value into the tours. I know you are mindful, and you strive to
ensure all have a great experience. I notice, and I appreciate

it. We all thoroughly enjoyed getting to know you and the
coaches more and I am sure I am not just speaking for myself
but for Barry and Liam too that we have so much respect for

you and all the Coaches. The wealth of knowledge and
experience is such a gift for Liam to be exposed to and I know

he has grown as a person and a player because of it. I can
see how much Liam gains and grows from each National

Camp and Tours and as a mum I want to nurture and support
him to follow his heart and stay true to himself. The kindness

and generosity you showed with thinking of Liam with the
West Ham keeper jersey, signing Liam’s Hearts jersey and the

gift of the pennant and signed Rangers ball will always stay
with us. I am blown away and my heart is fuller that I have no
words to express how much it means. Barry and I would not
hesitate in being part of future tours even if it was Liam with

one of us or on his own. It is an investment and it is a
testament as to how much we enjoy the experience and how
much we know that Liam learns from the experience. As we

talked while on tour, should you come across any information
or opportunity that may be suitable for Liam in his growth then
we are serious about supporting him for opportunities that can

mentor him further. 



Tae Young Shin 
Former Korea National Coach, 3
x Korean Football Player of the

Year)

George Cowie is very well respected in Scottish
Football and the clubs know he will bring well
organised teams. These games gives us an
opportunity to look at players we would not

normally see.



Craig Levein 
Director of Football at

Hearts, Former Scotland
National Coach 

George Cowie is very well respected in Scottish
Football and the clubs know he will bring well
organised teams. These games gives us an
opportunity to look at players we would not

normally see.



Gary Mackay
FIFA Players Agent Played a

record of 735 game for Hearts

I am happy to be able to assist by arranging games in
Scotland and have been very impressed with the

standard over the last few years. I am always looking
for good young players.



Bill Beswick
England National teams, Manchester Utd,

Derby, Sunderland,  Newcastle &
Middlesborough 

I think that it is marvellous that George Cowie’s tours
give young people the opportunity to develop both as

players and people. George maximizes on every
chance to give his groups the best experiences

possible. 



Paul McNamee
Wimbledon Champion & Former

President Australian Tennis

I was able to join a football tour to England and
Scotland with my son Rowan, hosted by George

Cowie. I have to say it is one of the best experiences
of my life. The quality of the opposition and standard
of coaching was first class. Importantly though, the

friendliness of George and his manager, the goodwill
and camaraderie made this an unforgettable trip

which I was able to share with my son.



Rick Wilson
Director of Coaching

Collingwood FC

To attend the National Camp and work with so many
experienced coaches from professional football was
overwhelming. Then to back it up and go to the UK
was unbelievable. The first EPL game we attended
was Manchester United v West Ham United with a
crowd of 76000. I was coaching against West Ham
United and Liverpool Academies, and had excellent

coaching sessions with Wolves Academy, West Ham
Academy, Hugh McAuley (former Assistant Director
of Liverpool Academy) and Arsenal Scout, George

Mackie. A totally amazing experience for all the boys
and myself. 


